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Hi,

We have been producing this
nendetter now for severd
months. The feedback we
have recaved has been
mosgtly postive. But we may

have occasionally ruffled a few

festhers, such as when we
suggested not pruning newly
planted bare root shade trees.
That's fine. We dl know that
there isno “one way”’ to grow
plants. Just look a propaga
tion of Acer palmatumcultivars.

We do encourage your com-
ments. If we get something
wrong, we would like to
know. Likewise if we get
something right. Any sugges-
tions you have for further
topics would be gppreciated.
We recently received one such
suggestion from Joe C. who
wrote  “Very informative
newdetter. | suggest the next
focus be on the dangers of
pruning in thenude. 1I'm sure

you have some experience....

Like | sad, we encourage all
of you to send your com-
ments and suggestions. That
is, all of you except Joe.

cynda@robinsonnursery.com

dave@robinsonnursery.com

Cornus alternifolia

Scaffolding Branches

We dl know how effec-
tive the arborigs have
been in promoting proper
planting depth. We as
growers perhgps  have
been a little lax in the pas
but I'm sure we ae on
the right page now.

—

There is another area of
concern for specimen tree
growers that the arborists
may be bringing up in the
future: scaffolding branch
placement.

The arborigts texts | have
read suggest that the man
scaffolding branches on
large shade trees should
be between 18" and 24"
goart.  As specimen tree
growers, we know that a
2" cdiper tree with this
branching scheme is not
a tree an architect will
goprove. In fact, it will
look pretty awful.

The aborists are rightly
concerned tha scaffolding
branches too close together
can rob the central leader
it'sdominance. Some gen-
era are worse than others,
but mogt trees can develop
this problem if not caught
early on.

In a perfect world, growers
should be able to grow a
tree suitable to the archi-
tect, and then as the tree
matures, the arborist could
modify the tree to a more
gructurdly sound state. All
the while the tree would
remain aestheticdly pless
ing.

But we dl know that in the
red world, trees planted in
paking lots or on dregs
rardy if ever receive any
atention unless they ae
growing into power lines or
block a business sign.
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What is the solution to
this dilemma? It seemsto
me that arborists could
drum up more business
convincing tree owners
that ther trees need peri-
odic vidts by a knowl-
edgeable arborist. Or th
could educate architects
to the mogt suitable sruc-
ture for large shade trees.
The grower can grow to
whichever  specifications
are required. Just don't
holler a the nurseryman
for growing the tree the
market demands.

Re-allocation Blues

We are currently in the proc-
ess of entering our find field
estimations. Thisre-entering
and re-dlocation can some-
times bring havoc to the
origindly confirmed order.
However, these estimations
will be more consistent with
what will be harvested this
winter.

You will be receiving your
newly revised confirmation
next week. Plesse look it over
to see wha changes might
have occurred. Conveniently,
our current availability will be
ariving adong with your new
confirmation. We gppreciae
your condderation and pa
tience during this process.

If you have any questions
plesse contact your sdes
representative or cal us di-
rectly at the office.
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