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Getting to the root of the matter 

 

Welcome to our February 
Newsletter. Each month we 
will talk about a production 
practice that we are using at 
Robinson Nursery. We hope 

this is informative and we 
welcome your feedback so 
that we can continue to im-
prove our plants & service. 
As of January 21, harvesting 
is 95% competed and grad-
ing should be finished this 

week. We are also beginning 
to ship a few trucks. This all 
puts us right on track to ship 
your spring order when you 
want it. We still have some 
nice sugar maples available 
to add to your order. Let us 
know if you need some. We 
thank you for your support. 

Everyone who plants out bareroot liners knows that 
the more fibrous root system that a bareroot plant has, 
the better that plant will transplant. This is one of the 
things we  at Robinson Nursery continue to work on. 
Take Red Oak as an example. Red Oak is naturally a 
tap root tree with little fiber. For years we started them 
in spinout treated pots. As a root would reach the edge 
of the pot it would be pruned by the chemical. This 
resulted in a pretty good root system and had made up 
the bulk of our production. About 5 years ago we read 
an article on using IBA to promote lateral roots on oaks. We began testing this and were amazed 
at the results. We like it so much that in Spring 07 we treated all of our oak seedlings. These pic-

tures of the treated oaks speak louder than words. Eighty 
percent of our whip crop for Spring 09 will have this treat-
ment, with branched oaks in 2010. We are also adding a com-
plete 3 gallon oak program in Rootmaker containers available 
for fall planting. Our goal is for you to have a uniform oak 
crop that your customers will line up for. Thanks again for 
choosing Robinson Nursery as your supplier, Rick 


