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Sometimes we get so
excited about new intro-
ductions that we forget
about perfectly fine spe-
cies that have been in th
trade forever. Cadpa
spp. ae naives which
grow up to 50 tdl and
40’ to 50’ wide. They are
covered in early summer
with orchid like white
blooms. At zone 4-9 it
is comfortable in most
of the USA and ae
adaptable to most soils
including akaine. They
are vigorous growers and
becomes an impressve
specimen trees.
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Good Dog, Bad Dog

Teddy Bear, our mascot, is
an example of a good dog.
He is clean, wdl mannered,
and has the heart of alion.
He will take on dl comers,
no exceptions.

To the right is an example
of a bad dog, or dogleg.

Now, there is probably
nothing wrong with this
tree. It is dructurdly
sound and should reach ¢
age with no problems. But
in the green industry, this

tree is considered junk, or|at

the very best, park grade.
Our aversons are dl cos

metic. It probably darted
with fussy Architects reject-
ing trees because they were
not uniform and wouldn’t
look good lining a street.
Nursery folk, being the
bright (and good looking)
people they are, picked up
on this and immediady
began staking and pruning
their trees so as not to have
doglegs.

Today, if you want to con-
sder yoursdf a qudity
grower of specimen trees, a
dogleg below 10 or 12’ is
jugt not acceptable. There
ae cusomers who don't
cae, but they ae the ex-
ception.

To avoid dogdlegs, there are
sved methods of re
edablishing a leader after
you've topped the tree
Some folks use plagtic tying
tape, some use masking
tgpe. A bamboo splint can
aso be used. You have to
retie the termind sprout

ater it becomes drong
enough to stay atached but
before it becomes too stiff
to bend. This takes more
labor.

Bud clips are a good tool
for this task, and you set t
clip a the time you top the
tree; it's not necessary to
make a second trip.

Today’s Puzzle

How can ayou make a star starting
with a circle?

Plant five Sequoiadendron  gigantea
in a75 diameter circle. Come back
in 150 years. Sand in the center of
the circle and look up.
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